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GUIDELINES: HEARTS AID ARROWS BY HRD ANTWERP

For a diamond to receive the HRD Antwerp Hearts and Arrows grade both the hearts pat-
tern and the arrows pattern have to comply to all the guidelines. The pattern is evaluated

for each guideline. Each guideline has a safe zone, a and a reject zone. If the
pattern fully complies to the guideline the pattern is in the  safe zone (zero penalty) for that
guideline. In the other case, the pattern does not fully comply to the guideline and a pen-
alty is given proportionally to the defect in the pattern. The pattern evaluation is situated in

the guideline border zone when the penalty is between 0 and 1. A penalty of |, reject zone,
results in immediate rejection of the pattern. To decide if the diamond is rewarded the
Hearts and Arrows by HRD Antwerp® mark, the total sum of the penalties for the hearts
pattern and for the arrows pattern is calculated. If and only if both sums are less than 1 the
Hearts and Arrows by HRD Antwerp® mark is given.

The standard reference for an HRD Antwerp Hearts and Arrows is a zero penalty or safe
zone for all guidelines. An example of this standard reference is shown at the bottom of this
page. Using the penalty system described above, some deviation from the standard refer-
ence is tolerated.

On the following pages each guideline is described and examples are given that demon-
strate the penalty in case of defect for that guideline. The examples are classified in three
categories: low penalty, medium penalty and high penalty. Note that the guideline exam-
ples are selected to demonstrate the guideline only and that the penalty category does not
state a final result for the pattern.

Example of standard reference
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regular shaped hearts result in rejection.

No pattern visible

Missing hearts

Extreme irregular shape

8 REGULAR SHAPED HERTS

A pattern of eight regular shaped hearts should be visible. Missing hearts or extremely ir-
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UNIFORM INTENSITY

The eight hearts should be sufficiently bright and the overall pattern brightness should be
uniform.

Low penalty

Medium penalty
1 | |

High penalty A > rejected

Remark: Reflections of impurities in the diamond have a negative effect on the uniformity
of the brightness of the pattern.

o
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and the saturation of the colour.

Low penalty

Medium penalty
1 | |

~

High penalty A > rejected

NO COLOURATION

The hearts should not show any colour. The presence of the typical blue or yellow colour in
one or more of the hearts results in a penalty proportional to the total area showing colour
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SMALL VARIATION SIZE

All hearts should have the same size. A variation in size results in a penalty proportional to
this variation.

Low penalty

Medium penalty
1 | |

High penalty A > rejected
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NO OR SMALL INCISION

An extra incision in the split of the heart should be avoided. Incisions in the hearts will re-
sult in a penalty proportional to the size and the variation in size of the incisions.

Low penalty

Medium penalty
1 | |

High penalty A > rejected
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